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Fewer government favors for drug
companies, for example, would be
a good place to start:

The emergency-room study
offered good advice to hospitals
as well, They, were irged to im-

Pprove communication techriology *

and stop using emergency depart-

ments as waiting rooms for hospi- .
“tal beds. ;

But given the general shape of
the nation’s health syster, there is
only so much that individual
hospitals; medical personnel and
local governments can do.

‘Washington largely determines
the shape, size and character of
the' American medical system. Tt
sets the standards, subsidizes
edical education and research,
makes the rules that largely deter-
mine drug costs and pays many of
the medical expenses for retirees,
federal employees and others.

So the primary responsibility

“for fixing the nation’s health-care

system rests with Congress and
the Bush administration. They
need to pay far more attention to
this responsibility than they have
in recent years.

Dramatic improvements in
emergency care should top the
priority list. - -

Sex education in Kansas

Districts should
give students
all the facts

ew Kansas guidelines for sex education
| \ | should not prove troublesome for school
districts that want to make sure young
people get all the facts about preventing preg-
nancy and disease.

The standards adopted by the state Board of
Education say clearly that factual information
regarding contraception, disease prevention and
abstinence until marriage is recommended for
sex-education classes. ’

The guidelines are voluntary. Local school
boards will continue to ‘determine what best fits
their communities. That's important.

For some districts, that will continue to be a
strong abstinence focus. Certainly abstinence is
the safest advice for young people. But informa-
tion about how to prevent pregnancy and dis-
ease shoiild also be provided for those who
become sexually active.

School districts that fail to provide a full range
of information do students a disservice,

An early version of the proposed guidelines
appeared to require abstinence-only sex educa-
tion in public schools, and districts that wanted
to teach more could have been penalized. ’

The state board wisely has stepped back from
that position. Districts should heed the advice to
provide factual information about abstinence
and contraception. :

For the record, no one is saying
helmets don't provide safety bene-
fits. They do. But, there is also evi-
t there are safety risks. Unlike seat
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